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Housing Stabilization Program  
Northwestern Ontario Wildfires – 

Information & Resources 

 

Updated: Wednesday, July 15, 2026 

Current Situation 

Wildfires continue to impact Northwestern Ontario, with evacuation orders affecting several 
communities, including Collins First Nation, Whitesand First Nation, Armstrong, and surrounding areas. 
Thunder Bay is currently serving as a reception community for many evacuees. While Thunder Bay itself 
is not under an evacuation order at this time, smoke conditions may change rapidly, and residents 
should stay informed.  

If You Are Under an Evacuation Order 

• Leave immediately if directed by emergency officials.  
• Follow designated evacuation routes.  
• Register at your assigned evacuation reception centre if instructed.  
• Bring:  

o Government-issued identification  
o Prescription medications  
o Medical devices  
o Cell phone and charger  
o Important documents  
o Clothing for several days  
o Infant or pet supplies if needed  

• Check on neighbours, older adults, and anyone requiring assistance before leaving if it is safe to 
do so.  

Preparing for a Possible Evacuation 

Prepare a 72-hour emergency kit containing: 

• Water (2 litres per person per day)  
• Non-perishable food  
• Prescription medications  
• Flashlight and batteries  
• First aid kit  
• Important documents  
• Cash  
• Phone charger and power bank  
• Personal hygiene supplies  
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• Extra clothing and blankets  

Develop a family communication plan in case family members become separated.  

Smoke Safety Tips 

Wildfire smoke can affect everyone, especially: 

• Children  
• Older adults  
• Pregnant individuals  
• People with asthma, COPD, or heart disease  

Reduce Exposure 

• Stay indoors when smoke levels are high.  
• Keep windows and doors closed.  
• Use air conditioning on recirculate if available.  
• Reduce strenuous outdoor activity.  
• Drink plenty of water.  
• Consider wearing a properly fitted N95 respirator if you must be outdoors in heavy smoke.  

Seek medical attention if you experience: 

• Difficulty breathing  
• Chest pain  
• Severe coughing  
• Dizziness  
• Confusion  

Heat Safety 

With current hot weather conditions: 

• Drink water regularly.  
• Wear lightweight clothing.  
• Limit outdoor activities during the hottest part of the day.  
• Never leave children or pets in vehicles.  
• Check on older family members and neighbours frequently.  
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Cooling Centres & Community Supports 

Cooling centres and community supports may be available in Thunder Bay as needed during periods of 
extreme heat or emergency response. Current community information identifies the following locations: 

• Grace Place (235 Simpson Street, Thunder Bay, ON P7C 3H6 – Phone: 807-473-3538) 
• PACE (409 George Street, Thunder Bay, ON P7E 5Y9 – Phone: 807-343-4760)  
• Shelter House (420 George Street, Thunder Bay, ON P7E 5Y8 – Phone: 807-623-8182) 
• Elevate NWO (Villa Square Building 106 Cumberland St N #102, Thunder Bay, ON P7A 4M2 – 

Phone: 807-345-1516) 
• Thunder Bay MNO Office (226 May Street South, Thunder Bay, ON P7E 1B4 – Phone: 807-624-

5025) 
• Thunder Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre (401 Cumberland St N, Thunder Bay, ON P7A 4P7 - 

Phone: 807-345-5840) 

These locations may provide a safe, air-conditioned space to cool down, access drinking water, and 
connect with community supports. Hours of operation and available services may change based on 
weather conditions and community needs. Please contact the location directly or confirm availability 
before travelling. 

Fire Restrictions 

Many areas of Northwestern Ontario are currently under fire restrictions or fire bans. 

Do not: 

• Light campfires  
• Burn brush or yard waste  
• Use fireworks where prohibited  
• Discard cigarettes on the ground  
• Park vehicles on dry grass  

Always follow local fire restrictions and municipal bylaws.  

Stay Informed 

Obtain information only from trusted sources: 

• Ontario Emergency Information  
• Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources  
• Canadian Wildland Fire Information System  
• Local municipalities and First Nations  
• Emergency Management Ontario  

Avoid relying on unverified social media posts, as information can change rapidly.  
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Métis Nation of Ontario Citizens 

If you have been displaced by wildfires, please contact the MNO’s Housing Stabilization Program at 
housingstabilization@metisnation.org or 1-800-263-4889 ext. 350 to discuss available supports.  

Further Information  
 
For further information on the coordinated emergency response, contact the affected municipalities. 
Health-related questions can be directed to the Northwestern Health Unit for the Kenora District at 1-
800-830-5978, or the Thunder Bay District Health Unit at 807-625-5900. For up-to-date information on 
road closures, visit 511on.ca or call the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) at 1-800-268-4686. Please only 
call 9-1-1 in an emergency (not for information regarding road closures).  
 
Individuals affected by wildfire-related displacement or financial hardship may also wish to connect with 
the District of Thunder Bay Social Services Administration Board (TBDSSAB) to learn about available 
programs and supports. They are located at 231 May Street South, Thunder Bay, On P7E 1B5 and can be 
reached at 807-766-2111 (Toll-Free: 1-877-281-2958).  
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